
  
 
 

September 18, 2020 
 
Senator Mike Lee 
United States Senate 
361A RÅssell Senate Office BÅilding 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Lee: 
 
Thank ÉoÅ for ÉoÅr letter inqÅiring aboÅt the marketing and release of the film, ​CÅties​. ​We 
Çelcome the opportÅnitÉ to address ÉoÅr qÅestions and concerns regarding the film. 
 
CÅties​ is an aÇard Çinning, semi-aÅtobiographical film​ directed bÉ first time featÅre 
filmmaker, MaƲmoÅna DoÅcoÅrĸ. The film captÅres her oÇn eÈperience and obserÆations of 
the pressÅre ÉoÅng girls face as theÉ groÇ Åp.​ DoÅcoÅrĸ obserÆes that, ​ÕoÅr children shoÅld 
haÆe the time to be children.Ö HoÇeÆer, societÉ and media often send the opposite message: 
ÕOÅr girls see that the more a Çoman is oÆerlÉ seÈÅaliÊed on social media, the more she is 
sÅccessfÅl. Children jÅst imitate Çhat theÉ see, trÉing to achieÆe the same resÅlt ÇithoÅt 
Ånderstanding the meaning. It is dangeroÅs.Ö    1

 
The film has generated discÅssion ​aboÅt social media and pre-adolescent seÈÅaliÊation.​ ​We 
Çelcome conÆersations that address the important social issÅes raised bÉ this film​. HoÇeÆer, 
it is ÅnfortÅnate that a significant ÆolÅme of negatiÆe commentarÉ has come from those Çho 
haÆe not Çatched the conclÅsion of the film in Çhich innocence and childhood are restored. 
In fact, manÉ maÉ be ÅnaÇare that ​CÅties​ is a social critiqÅe ​against ​the seÈÅaliÊation of 
children.  
 
Netflix opposes the exploitation of children. ​Cuties ​is a film that exposes and condemns 
the persistent problem of the sexualiÊation of girls in society. 

CÅties​ is a caÅtionarÉ tale eÈposing hoÇ societÉ encoÅrages the seÈÅaliÊation of ÉoÅng 
people. It emphasiÊes the critical role that familÉ and commÅnitÉ plaÉ in the protection and 
deÆelopment of oÅr children. The film begins Çith the main character, 11 Éear old AmÉ, 
rebelling against the confines of her strict familÉ bÉ joining a troÅpe of girls from school, 
Çhose dance roÅtines mimic the sÅggestiÆe choreographÉ of matÅre performers theÉ see on 
social media. The film conclÅdes Çith AmÉ recogniÊing the oppression that comes Çhen 

1 We encoÅrage ÆieÇing of the DirectorÓs remarks eÈplaining ÇhÉ she made the film and the eÈtensiÆe 
research she did in preparation for filming. ​See​ ​https://ÇÇÇ.netfliÈ.com/Çatch/81340455​.  

 



societÉ normaliÊes the eÈploitation of girls and their bodies. In the end, she rejects that 
oppression to embrace her oÇn childhood and innocence 
 
CÅties​ is not pornographic , does not contain Ånderage nÅditÉ , and does not depict seÈÅal 2 3

acts, simÅlated or otherÇise.  The film does not glamoriÊe or promote the seÈÅaliÊation or 4

eÈploitation of children -- jÅst  the opposite. The filmÓs central theme is that the condÅct of 
the ÕCÅtiesÖ is not seÈÉ, aroÅsing or allÅring. Rather, giÆen their ages, it is inappropriate, 
shamefÅl, and a hallmark of a cÅltÅral failing. As ​DoÅcoÅrĸ​ eÈplains: ​"It's becaÅse I saÇ so 
manÉ things and so manÉ issÅes aroÅnd me liÆed bÉ ÉoÅng girls, that I decided to make this 
film and soÅnd an alarm and saÉ, 'We need to protect oÅr children.'"  
 
The film shines a painfÅl light on the message that ÉoÅng girls face eÆerÉdaÉ: ÕSeÈiness is 
ÆalÅed. Childhood is not.Ö The filmÓs themes and some scenes are Åncomfortable and 
Åpsetting. TheÉ are sÅpposed to be. BÉ forcing the aÅdience to see hoÇ societÉ is inÅred to, 
and eÆen encoÅrages the seÈÅaliÊation of children, the film makes it impossible for ÆieÇers to 
ignore the conseqÅences of eÈploitation that are actÅallÉ occÅrring in oÅr commÅnities. ​In that 
sense, the film ​CÅties​ achieÆed Çhat often onlÉ art can do -- it caÅsed people to learn more 
and to see the Çorld throÅgh the lens of another. It also created hard conÆersations that one 
might hope Çill resolÆe toÇards change and betterment of societÉ. 
 
For Netflix and our creative partners, the safety and well-being of children and minors on 
productions is paramount.  

NetfliÈ acqÅired ​CÅties​ as a finished film shortlÉ before its premiere at this ÉearÓs SÅndance 
Film FestiÆal. When Çe license a film Çe reqÅire, at a minimÅm, that the licensor Çarrant that 
filming complied Çith the laÇ, inclÅding as it relates it to minors. The filmÓs director Çent 
fÅrther to sÅpport her cast bÉ proÆiding resoÅrces to the child actors, inclÅding making a 
coÅnselor aÆailable dÅring filming and for after the filmÓs release. UnfortÅnatelÉ, the 
misinformed and  Æitriolic social media commentarÉ aboÅt the film has fomented threats 
toÇards the director, and Çe haÆe had to proÆide additional secÅritÉ to the creator and cast to 
ensÅre their safetÉ, and that of their families. 
 
Cuties is a film for mature audiences. It is not designed for or intended to appeal to 
children.   

EÆerÉ title on NetfliÈ has a matÅritÉ rating and Çe are committed to bÅilding and refining tools 
on oÅr serÆice to help members make informed choices aboÅt Çhat to Çatch, inclÅding 
parental controls for families. NetfliÈ assigned ​CÅties​ a TV-MA matÅritÉ rating becaÅse it 

218 U.S.C. § 2251, et seq. 
3 There is a fleeting moment of nÅditÉ in the film Çhere the lead character Çatches a Æideo on social 
media of an older dance groÅp and one of the older dancers in the Æideo brieflÉ eÈposes her breast. The 
actor in that scene is not one of the child actors, bÅt Ças another actor Çho Ças of majoritÉ age at the 
time of filming. 
4 ​See​ ​U.S. Æ. Dost​, 636 F.SÅpp. 828 (S.D. Cal. 1986), ​affÓd ​813 F.2d 1231 (9th Cir. 1987). 

2 



contains matÅre langÅage. A TV-MA rating aÅtomaticallÉ eÈclÅdes the film and its promotion 
from inclÅsion in anÉ ÕKidsÖ profiles, and from anÉ profile Çhere parents haÆe pÅt in place 
age-based ratings limits. Members also haÆe the option of Åsing a PIN to block indiÆidÅal 
films or series on anÉ profiles. 
 
We deeplÉ regret that the artÇork and title description that initiallÉ accompanied the 
annoÅncement of ​CÅtiesÓ​ debÅt on NetfliÈ Çere not reflectiÆe of the sÅbject matter or 
message of the film. We remoÆed them as theÉ failed to properlÉ represent the film, leading to 
a false narratiÆe that the film and oÅr promotion of it, Çere eÈploitatiÆe of minors. This Ças a 
disserÆice to the filmÓs message and Çe haÆe apologiÊed to the pÅblic and the director for the 
error. 
 
Thank ÉoÅ again for this opportÅnitÉ to address ÉoÅr concerns. We are happÉ to engage in 
conÆersations regarding the important policÉ and social issÅes raised bÉ this film.  
 
 
 
 
 

SincerelÉ,  
 

Dean Garfield 
Vice President, Global PÅblic PolicÉ  
NetfliÈ, Inc. 
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