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AMENDMENTNO. Catendar No._
Purpose: To improve the bill.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—117th Cong., 2d Sess.

H.R. 8404

To repeal the Defense of Marriage Aet and énsure respect
for State reeulation of mariage, and for other purposes.
= o= I

Referred to the Committee on and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to tie on the table and to he printed

AMBENDATENT intended to be proposed b Mr. Leg (for him-
self, Mr. CRaPoO, Mr. CruUZ, Mr. GRATLAM, Mr. TTAWLEY,
My, MARSHALL, Mr. PPavn, Mre Sassie, Mr, Troxe,
My, WICKER, sad My, RIscrg) |
" Mr. Tonnsent, W13, My, St oF
Frlorida .

Viz:
1 At the end, nsert the follownig:
TITLE I—RELIGIOUS BELIEFS
AND MORAL CONVICTIONS
SEC. 201. PROTECTION OF THE FREE EXERCISE OF RELI-

'GIOUS BELIEFS AND MORAL CONVICTIONS.

(a) IN (JENERAL —Notwithstanding section 7 of title
1, United States Code, section 17380 of title 28, United

States Code, or any other provision of law, the Federal

Government shall not take any  diseriminatory aetion

S
=

against a persou, wholly or partially on the hasis that such

..
]

person speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sincerely held
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religious Dbelief, or moral convietion, that marriage 18 or

should be recognized asa union of—

(1) one man and one womai; or
(2) two individuals as recognized wder Federal
faav.

(1) DISCRIMINATORY ACTION DEFINED.—AS used in

subiseetion (a), a diseriminatory action mneans any action

B

talken hy the Federal Government to—

(1) alter in any way the Federal tax treatment
of, or cange any tax, penalty, or payment to be as-
sessed against, o1 deny, delay, or revoke an exemp-
tion from taxation uiider seetion 501(a) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 of, any person retérred to
in subsection (a);

(2) disallow a deduetion for Federal tax pur-

pases of any charitable contribution made to or hy

suell pevson;

(3) withhold, reduce the amount or funding for,
exclude, terminate, or othérwise make wnavailable or

deny, any Federal grant, contract, subeontract, co-

operative agrecment, guaraitee, loan, scholavship, 1i-

cense, certification, acereditation, employnment; o

other similar position ¢ status from or to such per-

SON;
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(4) withhold, reduce, exelude, terminate; or oth-
erwise make unavailable or deny; any entitlement or
henefit under a Fedeval benefit progiam, neludiig
admission to, equal treatmient in, or digihility for a
degree from an e.c_lu(:ez'lt..iol_l'rdl Progran, from or to
sueh persou; or

(3) withhold; reduee, exclude, ternunate, or oth-
ervise make unavailable o1 deny, aceess or an enti-
tlement to Federal property, tfacilities, educational
institutions, speech fora (including traditional, Lim-
ited, and nonpublic fora), or charitable fundraising
campaigns from or to such persen,

(¢) ACCREDITATION; LICENSURE; CBRTIFICATION—
The Federal Government shall consider aceredited, li-
censed, or certitied for purposes of Federal law any person
that wonld be aceredited, licensed, or certified, respec-
tively, for suc purposes but forr & determination against
sueh person wholly o partially on the basis that the per-
son speaks; or acts, In accordance with a sincerely held
religious belief or moral convietion deseribed in subsection
(a).

SEC. 202, JUDICIAL RELIEF.

(a} CAUSE O ACTION.~—A person may assert au ae-

- tual or threatened violation of this title as a ¢Jaim or de-

fense in o judicial or administeative proceeding and obtain
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compensatory damages, injunetive velief, declaratory re-
lief, or any other appropriate velief against the Federal
Government. Standing to assert a clainr or defense under
this section shall be governed by the general rules of
standing under article TIT of the Constitution.

(h) ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES NOT REQUIRED.—
Notwithstanding auy other provision of Taw, an action
nnder this section may be cominenced, -and relief nay he
granted, In a district cowrt of the United States withiout
regard to whether the person conunencing the action has
souglit or exhausted available administrative remedies.

(¢) ATTORNEYS' FREs.—Section 722¢h) of the Re-
vised Statutes (42 U.8.C. 1938(h)) is amended by inseit-
ing.“title IT of ‘the Respect for Mariage Act,” after “thie
Religious Land Use aud Institutionalized Persons Act of
2000,".

(d) AUTHORITY OF UNITED STATES TO EXFORCE

Trrs Tk,

The Attornev General may bring an action
for i‘1'1jun(5tive or declaratory reliet against an independent
establishment described insection 104(1) of title 5, United
States Clode, or an officer.or employee of that ii’l(_l._(-;*‘];)ﬂ'l'_Cl(ﬂ_lt
establishment, to enforce compliance with this title. Noth-
ing in this subsection shall be construed to- deny, illl]_']i;fl:i]",
or- otherwise atfect any right or authiority of the Attorney

General, the United States, or any ageney, officer, or emi-
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ployee of the United States, acting underr any law other

than this subseetion, to institute o ntervene in any pro-

ceeding.

SEC. 203. RULES ‘OF CONSTRUCTION.

(a) NO PrEEMPTION, REPEAL, OR NARROW {(ON-
STRUCTION,—Nothing i this fitle shall be construed to
or more proteetive of free exercise of religious beliefs and
nioral convictions. Nothing i this title shall be ¢onstrued
to narrow the meaning or application of any State o1 Ped-
eral law 1_)_1-{)tecti:ng free exercise of velipious beliefs and
nioral eonvietions.

(b) No PREVENTION 01 PROVIDING BENBFITS: OR
SERVICES—Nothing in this title shall be eonstrued to pre-
vent the Pederal Government from providing, either <li-
reetly or thireugh a person not seeking protection under
this title, any benefit o service authorized nnder Federal
law.

(¢} No AFFIRMATION Ok ENDORSEMENT  OF
Views.—Notlung in thiis title shall be construed to affim
or otherwise endorse a person’s belief, speech, or action
about mariage.

(d) SEVERABILITY.—If any proviston of this title or
any application of suel provision to any persown or é1r-

cunistance. is lield to be uncoustitutional, the remainder
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of this title and the application of the provision to any

other person or drenmstance:shall not be affected.
SEC. 204. DEFINITIONS.
In this title:

(1) FEDERAL BENERIT PROGRAM.—The term
“Federal henefit program’™ has the meaning given
that term i1 section H52a of title 5, United States
Code.

(2) FEDERAL:; FEDERAL GOVERNMEXT.—The
terms “Federal” and “Federal Government relate
to and include—

(A) any department, comnission, hoard, o1
otlier ageney-of the Federal Government;
(B). any officer, employee, or ageiit of the

Federal Government; aud

(1) the Digtrict of Columbia and: all Fed-
eral territories and possessions.

(3) PERSON.—The term “person’ means 4 per-
son as defined in seetion 1 af title: 1, United States
(fode, except that such terni shall not include—

(A) publicly traded for-profit entities;

(B) Federal employvees acting within the.
seope of their employment;

(() Federal for-profit contractors acting

within the scope of their contract; or
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(1) hospitals, elinies, logpices, nursing
homes, or other medical or residential eustodial
facilities with respeet to visitation, recognition
of a desipnated .1'(_‘.1)1'(\.3@_11_‘[-&1_ﬁ\'_9' for- health eave

decisionmalking, or vefusal {o provide medical

treatnient neeessary to euie an illuess or jury.



