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AMENDMENT NO. Calendar No.

Purpose: To require a review of the legal preparedness for
servicemembers abroad.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—118th Cong., 1st Sess.

S. 2226

To authomze appropriations for flscal year 2024 for military
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1 At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add the fol-

lowing:
SEC. 1299L. LEGAL PREPAREDNESS FOR SERVICEMEMBERS
ABROAD.
(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than December
31, 2024, the Secretary of State, in eoordination with the
Secretary of Defense, shall—
(1) review the 10 largest foreign countries by
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United States Armed Forces presence and evaluate

10 local legal systems, protections afforded by bilateral
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agreements between the United States and countries

being evaluated, and how the rights and privileges

afforded under such agreements may differ from

United States law; and

(2) brief the ('ommittee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of

Representatives and the Comrﬁittee on Armed Serv-

ices and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the

Senate on the findings of the review.

(b) TRAINING REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense
shall review and improve as necessary training and edu-
cational materials for members of the Armed Forees, their
spouses, and dependents, as appropriate, who are sta-
tioned in a eountry reviewed pursuant to subsection (a)(1)
regarding relevant foreign laws, how such foreign laws
may differ from the laws of the United States, and the
rights of accused In common scenarios under such foreign
laws.

(¢) TRANSLATION STANDARDS AND READINESS.—
The Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State, shall review foreign language standards
for servicemembers and employees of the Department of
Defense and Department of State who are responsible for
providing foreign language translation services in situa-

tions involving foreign law enforcement where a service-
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member may be being detained, to ensure such persons
maintain an appropriate proficiency in the legal termi-

nology and meaning of essential terms in a relevant lan-

guage.



